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Nevada’s Unemployment Insurance Initial Claims Continue to Decline 

CARSON CITY —In July, 12,230 initial claims for unemployment insurance were filed in Nevada. Claims fell from June 
by 955 or 7.2 percent, an unexpected drop in a month when Nevada typically experiences a seasonal increase in claims, 
said Bill Anderson, chief economist for Nevada’s Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation (DETR). Year 
to date, initial claims are down 7.2 percent when compared to the same time period last year.  

Overall, initial claims decreased 20.8 percent from July 2014, due in part to a technical correction in how DETR’s 
Research and Analysis Bureau reports claims associated with intermittent employment. The correction to these claims, 
known as additional initial claims, reduces total reported initial claim counts by 200 to 400 each week. If only new initial 
claims are considered, which are unaffected by the correction, Nevada experienced an 11.7 percent year-over-year 
reduction in July, the 11th consecutive month of year-over-year declines. The drop in new claims indicates fewer layoffs 
among the longer-term employed as new initial claims account for persons claiming for benefits for the first time within 
the existing benefit year. 

“Over the next nine months it is expected that the monthly initial claims total will be much lower on a year-over-year 
basis due to the technical correction,” Anderson said. “It should be noted that this correction does not impact other 
measures of unemployment insurance claims activity. The improvements in measures such as average unemployment 
insurance duration, benefit exhaustions, and the amount of benefits paid continue to show the overall downward path of 
unemployment insurance benefits.” 

An initial claim represents the first stage of filing for unemployment benefits and is therefore most closely related to the 
number of people who have recently lost their jobs, not the overall level of unemployment.  Initial claims tend to increase 
on a seasonal basis during the fall and winter months, and then fall during the spring and summer. Initial claims peaked 
during the recession at 36,414 in December 2008, and the low point for initial claims was 10,963 in May 2015. 
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