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KARCH:
This is a call to order, and I will begin the meeting.  The purpose of this public hearing is to receive comments on the proposed regulation to establish the unemployment insurance tax rate schedule for calendar year 2015.  NRS 612.550 requires the administrator of the Employment Security Division to establish the schedule each year by regulation.


Agenda Item 2, Public Comment.  We will start with our first opportunity for public comment.  If you would like to provide public comment, please come forward now, state your name, who you represent, and then proceed with your comments.  Nobody in the north.  Anybody in the south, Art?

MARTINEZ: 
No one in the south.

KARCH:
Very good.  Agenda Item 3, Confirmation of Posting.  Ms. Golden, can you confirm that proper notice of today's public hearing was given as required by NRS 233B.060?

GOLDEN:
Joyce Golden, Administrative Assistant to the Administrator.  Everything was posted, according to law.

KARCH:
Agenda Item 4, Review of Written Comments.  The Division received no written comments regarding the rate setting regulation process in relation to the Employment Security Council meeting held on October 8th, or the small business workshop held on October 28th.  Ms. Golden, have any written comments been received, in regard to this hearing?

GOLDEN:
We have received one, possibly about two days ago.

KARCH:
Thank you.  That will be added to the record.  I'm going to read one paragraph out of the comment for the record.  "The process undertaken by the Nevada Employment Security Division, to establish the tax rate encouraged input from employers by sending out notifications to stakeholders, holding a public meeting, and conducting a small business workshop over the course of the last several months.  Las Vegas Metro Chamber of Commerce is in support of the regulation."


Agenda Item 5, Part A, Review of Amended Regulation.  A regulation workshop with the Employment Security Council to solicit comments from interested parties, as well as the public, was conducted on October 8, 2014, as required by NRS 233B.061 and NRS 233B.0608.  At that meeting, the Employment Security Council recommended that the administrator adopt an average SUTA rate of 2.0 percent.  Considering the 2015 bond assessment rate of .56 percent, we will maintain a stable overall average tax rate to employers of 2.56 percent.  The overall average tax rate for 2014 was 2.58.  Public comment was received from Carol Vilardo, representing the Nevada Taxpayers Association, and Jim Nelson, representing Nevada Association of Employers.  Both expressed support for maintaining the existing 2014 average SUTA rate of 1.95.


On October 28, 2014, a small business workshop was held to receive comment from small businesses and other affected employers.  Public comment was received from Carol Vilardo, representing the Nevada Taxpayers Association and the Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce, expressing support for the recommended average SUTA rate of 2.0 percent.


Section B, Public Comment.  Is there anyone that would like to make public comment at this time?  No one in the south, Art?

MARTINEZ:
No one in the south.

KARCH:
Agenda Item 5, Part C, Adoption of Regulation.  I hereby adopt the proposed regulation on behalf of the administrator, to establish an estimated average unemployment tax rate of 2.0 percent of taxable wages for the Nevada employers to apply for calendar year 2015.


Section 6, Closing Public Comment.  Anyone for public comment?  In the north?  This is your last chance.  In the south?  Anyone in the south, Art?

MARTINEZ:
No comments in the south.

KARCH:
If there are no other comments, I hereby adjourn this hearing.

END OF RECORDING
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